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Pineapple

The pineapple spread from its original areathrough cultivation, and by the time of
Columbusit grew throughout South and Central America and the Caribbean. Columbus may have taken a
back to Europe. The Spanish introduced it into the Philippines, Hawaii and Guam. The fruit was

in European hothouses beginning in 1720. Commonly cultivated varieties

include Red Spanish, Hilo, Smooth Cayenne, St. Sugarloaf, Natal

Queen, and Pernambuco. Canned pineapple is aimost always Smooth Cayenne.

In 1996, Del Monte began marketing its Gold Extra pineapple. It isahybrid that originated in

the breeding program of the now-defunct Pineapple Research Institute in Hawaii, which

on behalf of Del Monte, Maui Land and Pineapple, and Dole. Two similar seedlings were

found to have bright-gold, very low-acidity flesh, high resistance to parasites and

skin that turned amber when ripe and, best of all, the ability to

for up to two weeks. Both versions were briefly marketed, but

at the time, couldn't dent the Smooth Cayenne stranglehold on the
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