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Climate

Climate has aways had a profound effect on in America. Thefirst people arrived in America

around years ago. During that time, two ice that were nearly

two miles thick in places covered much of North America. One ice sheet followed the coastal mountains from

Alaskato Washington State, and another extended from the of the Rocky

Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean and from the Arctic Ocean to Ohio. Because so much water was

up on land in ice sheets, the sealevel was about 350 feet lower at the peak of the last ice

age about years ago than it istoday. The lowered sea a

between Siberia and Alaska, creating aland bridge across the Bering Sea. Genetic, linguistic, and

fossil evidence suggests that the first humans in America came from and itislikely that theice

age climate made it possible for these people to acrossthe between Siberiaand

Alaska. After crossing this plain, these hardy people could have made their way south past the

and spread across America.
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