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"Miss Bennet," replied her Ladyship, in an tone, "you ought to know that | am not to be
with. But however insincere you may to be, you shall not find me so

. My has ever been celebrated for its and ; and in a cause of
such moment asthis, | shall certainly not fromit. A of amost

nature reached me days ago. | wastold, that not only your was
on the point of being most married, but that you--that Miss Elizabeth Bennet would, in all
likelihood, be soon afterwards united to my my own , Mr. Darcy. Though | know it
must be a scandalous , though | would not him so much as to suppose the

truth of it possible, | instantly resolved on setting off for this place, that | might make my

known to you."

"If you believed it impossible to be true," said Elizabeth, colouring with astonishment and disdain, "l

you took the trouble of coming so far. What could your Ladyship propose by it?"

"At once to insist upon having such a universally contradicted.”
"Y our coming to , to see me and my family," said Elizabeth coolly, "will be rather a
confirmation of it--if, indeed, such a isin existence."
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