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The Story of Esther- Chapter 5

Onthe day, Esther put on and stood in the inner court of the

king's palace, facing the king's , while the king was sitting on his royal inthe

throne room facing the entrance of the palace.

As soon as the king Queen Esther standing in the court, she his favor

. The king extended to Esther the which he had in his hand, and Esther

approached and touched the tip of the scepter.

"What troubles you, Queen Esther?' the king asked her. "And what is your ? Even to half the
kingdom, it shall be you."
"If it Your Majesty," Esther replied, "let Y our Mg esty and Haman come today to the

that | have prepared for him."

The king commanded, "Tell Haman to hurry and do Esther's bidding." So the king and Haman

to the feast that Esther had prepared.

At the wine feadt, the king asked Esther, "What is your ? It shall be granted you. And what is your

? Even to half the kingdom, it shall be fulfilled."

"My wish," replied Esther, "my request--

if Your Magjesty will do methefavor, if it Y our Mgesty to grant my

and accede to my request--let Y our Majesty and Haman come to the feast which | will for

them; and tomorrow | will do Your Maesty's bidding."

That



day Haman went out and . But when Haman saw Mordecai in the palace gate,

and Mordecai did not or even stir on his account, Haman was filled with at
him.

Nevertheless, Haman controlled himself and went home. He sent for his and hiswife Zeresh,
and Haman told them about his and his many sons, and all about how the king

had promoted him and advanced him above the officials and the king's courtiers.

"What ismore," said Haman, "Queen Esther gave a , and besides the king she did not have anyone

but me. And tomorrow too | am by her along with the king.

Y et al this means nothing to me every time | see that Jew Mordecai sitting in the

Then hiswife Zeresh and all hisfriends said to him, "Let a be put up, cubits high, and in the
morning ask the king to have Mordecai on it. Then you can go gaily with the king to the
" The proposal pleased Haman, and he had the put up.
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