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A Day inthelLab

goes your alarm clock. Time to get up and get to work in the lab! Y ou out

of bed, brush your , put on your favorite scrubs and run out the door. Of

course, you have to stop for on your way in to work so that you can be energized and fueled for

your shift. You pull into the parking lot, into the hospital and clock in. Only

minutes late! Nice!

Y ou walk into the lab and your coworkers are so to see you. They have so much to tell you
from their busy shift. First of al, there are draws that need to be done! The phlebotomists are al
out on the floors drawing blood as asthey can. The tube station is full.

In the distance, you can hear a alarm going off. Y ou can't quite recognize the sound.

"What instrument is that alarm coming from?' you ask your coworker.

"Oh, that'sjust the machine, it has been going off al shift!"

Y ou are very confused, but before you can respond, you hear an announcement overhead. "May | have your

attention please: alert, , room I" Y ou rush into the Blood Bank
to pack a cooler of to send to the code. " Since when do we stock that in our blood bank?" you

wonder to yourself.

Heading back out to the lab, you see something on the floor. Upon further investigation, you
realizethat itis leaking out of the Chemistry Line! That can't be good!

"STAT ", aphlebotomist says as they drop off a bag of specimens. Oh good, a hematology sample
. You take the tube of out of the bag and load it onto the Sysmex. Of course, it needs adiff. You

make your slide, get it stained, and put it on the microscope. Y ou have never seen anything like this before!

There are dozens of all over thefirst field you see! That will surely need to be

submitted for a path review.

A technologist out of the microbiology department. "Has anyone seen a

top swab laying around? It isa STAT culture!™ You check all of the usual spots, and find the

missing



swab behind the on the counter in the processing department.

A surgery tech the lab carrying alarge bucket. "I have a

need formalin!" A histo tech over to help. "Man, this bucket is

tech says as they go back over to the histology department.

You look at the clock and it is . Time to go home already! Y ou were so

in here, |

I" the

that you

didn't even take a break to . What a crazy day in the lab!
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