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History of the William T. Grant Foundation

William T. Grant cared was born in and cared about the development and well-
being of young . He opened the first W.T. Grant in and grew a
chain of more than 1 stores across the nation. The Foundation was established in

1936 to support research that could contribute to human betterment and social progress. Two years later, the

Foundation itsfirst initiative, the Grant Study of Adult Development at

Harvard University. This groundbreaking study of human development followed some of the original

for more than years. Two years later, the Foundation awarded to

provide more equitable educational experiences. In the 1950s, the Foundation's grantmaking shifted its focus and

concentrated on , education, and . mental health. Some notable
grantees include, Benjamin : Bowlby, Ainsworth, and a
clinic run by Freud.

The 1960s ushered in anew era of research. The Foundation repositioned to support research that was responsive

to socia trends, including the emergence of daycare and preschool education and efforts to

reduce poverty.
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