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the darkest path

The bombing run seemed to have subsided, aruined town in its wake.

Everywhere we , there were . The frames of houses

within coronas of flame, and scores of trees burned, off showers of sparksin the kicked-up

winds. All around us, people were however they could. careened through the

streets, mixing with on foot, loaded down with their possessions, Injured and dead lay on the

, Some wept over, some abandoned. father ignored them all,

through the streets, trying to avoid craters that pitted the roadway. trembled in my

lap. A blur of passed outside our window and then switched to a high fence. |

forward and saw the outline of a tower and afew small private and
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