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Bill of [plural noun]

insisted that the Bill of does not give Americans any
. The listed, he said, are natural
that belong to all human beings. The Bill of simply prevents the government from
taking these away.
Some of thefirst amendments were intended to prevent the kind of abuse
had suffered under rule. For example, the Declaration of had
condemned the for forcing to quarter intheir
and for suspending trial by . The

Third




Other amendments protected individual as many states had already done. In ,

the Virginia Statute of Freedom stated that "No man shall be compelled to frequent or support
any worship ... or otherwise suffer, on account of his opinions or
belief." freedom became the very first right listed in the First Amendment. The First
Amendment also emphasized akey element of the republic: freedom of , or the

ability to express different points of view.

At first, individual state governments were not considered subject to the Bill of Rights. It was only after the

ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment in and subsequent Supreme Court decisions that the

Bill of Rights was applied to the states.

Still, with the Bill of Rightsin place, the new framework of government was complete. Over time, the

Constitution would grow and change along with the nation.
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