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TheVenetian's Defiant Woman

"Y ou will regret making an of me, Ms. Bennett."

Orlando Rossi put just enough on her nameto

Charlie he would never

believe she was the Charlie Bennett, the art expert he had been expecting to

"I have no intention of making either an or a

him. "Asfar as I'm concerned, thisis

onhimin

of you, Signor Rossl," Charlie

So why was she here, inside Orlando Rossi's

palace in the foothills of the

mountains surrounding ?Was it because he her like a
toan flame?
She could it was business that had her to his country
estate, when Orlando's eyes called her a , and her own did, too,
so loud she was sure he must it.
To date al the between them had been by letter and over the Internet, and nothing

could



have her for Orlando Rossi in the flesh. And now that she was

here, it was one thing proving she knew what she was talking about where art was concerned, but another

agreeing to view Orlando's in his
"Y ou must have it downstairs for meto ," shetold him. "Or | might
aswell now."
* * * Shewas sO , SO and so , and as she
her to issue her demands, he wanted her there and then against the wall at the
of the stairs. Art could . He had other on his

, like his through that
red-gold . Like taming her.
He might her everything then, even her and the
sketch she'd made of him that his men had on the banks of the Grand Canal.
She ashis out to block her escape, but then, just
as he expected, her darkened. She wanted him as much as he wanted her, and there seemed

no point in themselves. "It's time you learned some respect,” he




punishment with alook.

"It'stime you some, too!" she
Asshetried to past him, he her close. "Areyou

somewhere?' he said against her . When she didn't try to pull
away he added, "I don't think that's what you ,isit?"

* * * The truth was, all she wanted was to have Orlando Rossi make love to her. The urge to

and him and to be by him intimately in return was
inside her...
"Let mego!" She struggled , rgjoicing in the fact that he was so much stronger than she was. "
Kiss meif you dare!" she provoked against his
"All right," he said, running his hands down her until she with desire. "

[ will..."

to be continued
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