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Who is Alabama quarterback Tua Tagovailoa?

Sometimes, it pays to wait and watch, your until you can show

the world just what you can do.

For Tua Tagovailoa, his chance came on college football's stage, when Alabama

Coach Nick Saban decided at halftime to replace quarterback Jalen Hurts with his freshman from Hawaii, a guy

who had been offered a only after Jake Fromm his

at Georgia.

It was awild ride from there, with Tagovailoa completing one of the best game-winning passesin a college-

football game since Doug Flutie as the Crimson Tide won in overtime. But the glory of that

yard touchdown pass came after a moment in which he took a sack. "Tua probably couldn't

have thrown that passif | could have him after the sack," Saban said afterward, "but |

couldn't get out there fast enough.”

The legend of Tagovailoawas years in the making, of course, and has roots in Polynesia, with a nod to Marcus

Mariota, the winner three years ago. "To the Polynesian community, | hope and pray that thisis

only the beginning,” Mariota said as he accepted the that night. "Y oung

athletes everywhere, you should take this as motivation, and dream big and strive for
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