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It All Started with a Phonecall

One week back in 2015 a bunch of Jewish educators each received a phonecall from one
Lesley Litman. There was a excited voice on the other end of the line exclaiming "Do | have a for
you!" She went on to explain in detail al about the HUC EMA programme for Jewish . We

would be studying online together as a group and meet in beautiful locales such as Cincinnati, Los Angeles New

Y ork and I We would aso have the opportunity to travel to the land of Israel. She forgot to
mention in her phone call that we would all need working , and the ability to notice, wonder
and appreciate continually for the next two years. It sounded like a opportunity to learn and
grow in our fields and so we signed up for the week introductory course with Rabbi Joseph and
Dr. Levine. It was so that many of us went on to apply to the program. In order to be accepted
we were , we needed to find our old , invite 3willing people to write
us aletter of recommendation and finally we crafted an essay. We each received an acceptance

letter and an invitation to attend orientation in Cincinnati. The next thing we knew, we were all back together in

New York for our first intensive seminar! We studied textsin , and learned about Modern

Jewish . We learned to study in Chevruta and our soon to be Cohort 5 motto: "I don't give a

Rat's Ass' was born. Our dorms were ,thefood in NY C was and we had

many chances to bond as a group over wine and . Online courses kept us connected and our

clinical faculty mentors acted as cheerleaders, therapists and between our seminarsin Los

Angeles and New Y ork. Before we knew it, we werein Israel together for 12 days, studying,

touring



and laughing for the entire time. Here we are, together one more time, our capstone, essays and deliberations are

all behind us and we are ready to celebrate our educational journey together.
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