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On July 2, 1776, the Congress formally voted for , and issued its Declaration

on July 4. However, it was not until August 2, 1776 that the Declaration of was taken into place

and first signed by . Meanwhile, the were mustering

to suppress the . Sir William Howe outmaneuvered and defeated Washington, capturing New

Y ork City and New Jersey. Washington was able to a detachment at Trenton
and drive the British out of most of New Jersey. In 1777 Howe's army launched a against the

national capital at Philadelphia, failing to aid separate invasion force from Canada.

Burgoyne's army was , and surrendered after the Battles of Saratogain October 1777.
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