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L et's get some history lear ning going

M esopotamia was organized in independent city-states that did not belong to a

. Its citizens belonged to their neighborhood or ; they were also
part of a . The was regionally controlled. only
ruled in their own . Theking was called ("big man") and was chosen to
lead in times of war based on his ability at times of peace to lead and affirm authority. City-
states were often at war with one another in order to their sphere of influence and to

natural resourcesfor its
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