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Olympic History

According to records, the first ancient Olympic Games can be back to
776 BC. They were dedicated to the Olympian and were staged on the ancient plains of

. They continued for nearly centuries, until Emperor
decreed in 393 A.D. that all such "pagan cults' be . Olympia, the site of the ancient
Olympic Games, isin the western part of the which, according to Greek mythology, isthe
island of " ", the founder of the Olympic . Imposing temples, votive buildings,
elaborate shrines and ancient sporting facilities were combined in a of unique natural and
mystical beauty. Olympia functioned as a meeting place for and other religious and political

asearly asthe century B.C. The centra part of Olympiawas dominated

by the majestic temple of , with the temple of Hera paralldl to it.
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