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And then, asif the lens of a camera had sharpened its focus, the cleared. They were
, al of them--some young, some older. didn't know what he'd
expected, but seeing those faces puzzled him. They were just . Kids. Some of hisfear

melted away, but not enough to calm his

Someone lowered a from above, the end of it into abig

Thomas hesitated, then stepped into it with his right foot and clutched the rope as he was yanked toward the sky.
Hands reached down, lots of hands, grabbing him by his clothes, pulling him up. The world seemed to

, aswirling mist of and color and light. A of emotions

his gut, twisted and pulled; he wanted to , :

throw up. The chorus of voices had grown silent, but someone spoke as they him over the

sharp edge of the dark box. And Thomas knew he'd never forget the

"Nice to meet ya, shank," the boy said. "Welcome to the

©2025 WordBlanks.com - All Rights Reserved.


https://www.wordblanks.com/?utm_campaign=internal&utm_medium=pdf&utm_source=wordblanks.com

