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lowa has spoken!

Or, to be more , the fraction of lowansto

whom Americans have entrusted the opening shot in modern contests has been

heard from. And the verdict is : The festival of self-parody that is Campaign

2016 will stumble forward, its outcome not awhit easier to predict than it was

aweek ago.

Sen. Ted Cruz and Secretary of State Hillary Cinton, the vote-getters, are
savoring their evanescent triumphs. Both managed to stave off challenges

from renegades who had threatened to wrest control of the campaign narrative away from them

asthe circus slouches toward its showdown in New Hampshire.

But Donald Trump, the billionaire who squandered his early polling advantage on the way to a

second-place finish in Monday's balloting, was right about one thing: Finishing first in lowais for losers. On the

Republican side, at least, no lowa victor has claimed a general election, or even his party's

nomination, since 2004.
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