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Area And Community Plans

plannersin California have used a variety of euphemisms to describe

of planning terms to describe

the between

. The creative and
planning has
plans, plans, and

. Thefollowing discussion

plans to the extent that the terms are often

the differences among such plans.

A community isdefined in Public

Code 21083.3 as a part of the General

which (1) applies to a defined

portion of the total areaincluded in the genera

, (2) includes or

each of the mandatory elements specified in 65302 of

the Government Code, and (3) specific policies adopted for the

, and identifies to implement those , SO that the

which will apply to each can be determined.

Areaplans are not mentioned in statute; however, they are under
65301(b), which allows sections of the plan to be to
aparticular or geographic . Inaddition, they are also allowed as
elements or under 65303.
Areaand community address a particular or within the

planning area of the general

. An area or community plan is adopted as a general

plan At the of the general plan as they

to smaller geographic ,andis
by ordinances such as those regulating use and . Areaor
community also provide for resolving local conflicts among competing
An areaor community must be with the general of whichitisa

part. Specific

differ from area and community

in the following




A specific IS not a component of a general . Itisaseparately

general implementation
Specific plans are described by statute (65450 et seq.). There are no that specify the contents
of area
The purpose of a specific planisthe™ implementation” (65450) of the general plan. Neither
community nor area have an emphasis on . They are used
to the of the general relating to a

geographic area.

Although a specific plan must be "prepared, adopted, and amended in the same

conj as general plans' (65453), it may be adopted by or ordinance and may be
asoften as . Community and area may only be
or by resolution, and the number of is

subject to the limits set out in 65358 for general plan
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