THE GENERAL PLAN
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THE GENERAL PLAN

The plan isacommunity's blueprint for development. It
acommunity's and policies. It also isthe foundation for land
use decisions made by the planning , City council, or board of
A generd consists of at least two . It must awritten
describing the community's goals, , and policiesfor . It must
also contain a (or ) and diagrams the generalized
of land uses, the road : hazard areas, the space
system, and other policy that can be illustrated ( Code Section 65302). The
maps and must
work together with the portions of the plan to establish a clear of the
community's
The plan must at least components (called mandatory
) addressing a set of planning issues (Government Code Section 65302).
Each city and county the importance of these issues to their
local and decides how they are to be in the general plan. They may
aso adopt additional , called , covering

subjects



of local interest. Some examples of optional elementsinclude: air , recreation, community

, or public

Although general plans are not required to astandard , many

similar features. Some of the thingsto look for in the written portion of a generall plan

are (abstract and general expressions of community ),
( intermediate in attaining a )
(specific that guide ), and implementation
( of how the : , and
are to be put into ). Many plans also contain information
about the , such as projections, traffic , Natural
, history, and characteristics.
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