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TheU.S. is" certain” SIS member Mohammed Emwazi was killed in adrone strike in Ragga,

Syria, the chief military spokesman in Iraq said Friday.

Speaking during a briefing in Baghdad, Col. Steve Warren said that U.S. intelligence indicates that the the

notorious killer, al'so known as "Jihadi John," and one other person died in the targeted attack, but he was

awaiting final confirmation.

Emwazi, a Briton who up in London, first notoriety after he killed American

journalist James Foley last year in an | SIS propaganda video.

Warren said that while the strike was a fairly routine one, Jihadi John's death was significant because he "was

somewhat of an ISIL celebrity” and "the face of the organization.”

But he that whilelosing was a blow to the "prestige" of I1SIS, "Jihadi

John was not a major tactical figure or operational figure.

The White House said Friday it was not in a position to confirm Emwazi's death and questions

about the strike's success to the Department of Defense. At a press briefing, Press Secretary Josh Earnest called

Jihadi John an "ISIL leader and a strategist” and said he was"a worth going after." He said

President Obama was briefed on the strike yesterday but that no final determination had been made about

Emwazi's current status. He said that a number of families of hostages in Syria were contacted ahead of public

reports of the operation.

British prime minister David Cameron, in a statement at Downing Street, said on Friday that he believed the

attack



was a "strike at the heart of 1SIL."

"We been working with the United States, literally around the clock, to track him down,

" Cameron said. "This was a combined effort and the contribution of both our countries was essential.

"He posed an ongoing and serious threat to civilians, not only in Syria but around the world, and in the United

Kingdom too. He was ISIL's |ead executioner and let us never forget that he killed many too.

And he was intent on killing many more people. So this was an act of self-defense. It was the right thing to do.

"It will to those who would do Britain, our people, and our allies harm: We have along reach, we

have unwavering determination, and we never forget about our citizens. The threat ISIL pose continues. Britain

and our allieswill not rest until we have defeated this terrorist death cult and the poisonous

ideology on which it feeds. Today, though, my thoughts and the thoughts of our country are with the families of

those who were so brutally murdered.”

Britain's opposition leader, Jeremy Corbyn said that it would have been better if Emwazi had been held

accountablein a of law, the Associated Press reported. It appears

Mohammed Emwazi has been held to account for his callous and brutal crimes,” Corbyn said. "However, it

would have been far better for us all if he had been held to account in a court of law."

The Pentagon was also reluctant to give final confirmation that the targeted attack had been successful, instead

saying "we are assessing the results of tonight's operation and will provide additional information as and where

appropriate.”

Secretary of State John Kerry said in Tunisiathat, "we are still assessing the results of this

strike,



but the terrorists associated with Daesh need to know this: Y our days are numbered, and you will be defeated.”
"Thereis no future, no path forward for Daesh, which does not lead ultimately to its elimination, to its

destruction,” Kerry said.
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