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Hoover'sMad Lib

Hoover Alexander, the 60-year-old native Austinite and chef of Hoover's Cooking
, has gone through alot to get to where he is now. He spent over forty yearsin the restaurant industry in the '70s
and '80s, where he worked in places like Steak and Ale and Chez Fred. But it all started with the Night Hawk
Diner, the classic late-night Austin chain which lives on in the Frisco on Burnet. Owner Harry Akin was the
harbinger of racial change in Austin back then: the diner chain was the first in the city to break down the
segregation barriers and empower women and minorities in the restaurant world. It was where Alexander learned

how to in arestaurant, where, in 1977, he became the first male server in the diner's

history, and it's what he considers his home and family. Whenever the group needed him, he'd return, because, as

Alexander said, "When family calls, you come.”
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