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A Midsummer Night'S Dream

Hermia, who was , dark and , loved Lysander; and Lysander loved Hermia.

What could have been better than that? At the same time, Helena, who was , fair and

, loved Demetrius. But Demetrius did not love Helen. Instead he, too, loved Hermia.... who did

him. What could have been worse than that?

Now Hermias father had determined that Hermia must marry Demetrius, and such was the harsh

of
Athens, where they lived, that Hermia had to her father and marry Demetrius, or be shut
upina or bekilled.

So, Hermiawas in despair, Lysander was in torment, Demetrius was triumphant, and Helena, loving and

unloved, in sorrow. It was a pitiable state of affairs. But alas: "The course of

never did run smooth," said Lysander. And so, Lysander and Hermia planned

secretly to run away to the , and from there seek some

place where they could be together, safe from the cruel Athenian law.
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