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The Fox and the Six Cats

There was once who all belonged to an old lady called Miss
. Therewasa ,a , a
one, a one, a one, and on that was every color mixed.
Every day for their dinner Miss put out dishes of boiled
and . The loved , and ate their dinners hungrily,

always wishing for more.

'If only we knew where these come from, we might be able to go and get some,’ said the

) her

'I know where they livel’ said the . 'They livein theriver that runsin thefield at

the bottom of our garden! Last night, when | was prowling a out there, | saw a man with along

and . threw a into the river and very soon, when
pulled it out again, there was a on theend.'
'Ho!" said the , Yyawning widely. 'So that's were the come from, is

it? Well, | don't see how we can catch any, unless we have a and ourselves!'




All the cats had listened to what the had said , and each had made up his

that he would fo that night all by himself, and watch the at work.
So when night fell all the started off for the river, and none of them saw each other, for they trod
so of their velvet
The was there. had baited his , and was just casting it into the wide
river. Then he felt in his pocket for his , for he loved to smoke whilst he was waiting in the

moonlight for the fist to bite. But he had l€eft his pipe in his cottage at the other end of the field.

I"he said crosgly. 'l must either go without my smoke or walk back to my cottage. well, | will

balance my carefully here, and go quickly to fetch my pipe. | don't suppose any fish will bite yet.’
put his down and set off to walk to his cottage; and, do you know, he
had hardly taken ten steps before a big snapped at the bait! The hook stuck into his

and it was caught!

Then it began to and , and the watching

suddenly saw it jumping in and out of the water. Each of them darted forward to take the , and

how



they were when they saw the others!

'‘Quick!" said the , pouncing on the and holding it. 'One of you
reel in the
The in the line and pulled the nearer. The
fetched the landing net to catch the in. The
helped to hold it, whilst the direction all thetime. The
ran to each in turn, giving a here and a
there. wereall as as could be.
The pulled hard. The bent nearly in tow. The

found it quite difficult to hold. and was half afraid she would be pulled into the water.

The wound the line in steadily, and the was pulled nearer and
nearer to the bank. Then the and the tried to put the landing net
over it, and very soon they managed to. the was caught! It slipped into the net, the

lifted it ashore, and the big lay shining in the moonlight.

"The



isminel!' said the .'l held the I"

‘No, it's mine!' said the one.'l reeled in the I"

'‘Well, | fetched the landing-net!" said the

‘And | helped to hold it!" said the

'l told you all what to do!" said the one. '‘Besides, I'm sure | saw the first. it

should be mine.'

Then they all began to quarrel hard, and a , who was passing that way, heard them, and came to

see what the matter was. when he saw the big lying there he was pleased, and made up his mind

to get it for himself.

‘Now, what's the matter? asked. 'Come, come, do not make this noise.'

'We each of us want the ,' said the . 'We don't know who should

haveit.



‘well, I will be your judge,’ said the . 'Now, | have heard that you all have beautiful voices, and

often sing to the moon. | will hear you all sing, and then whichever of you has the voice shall
have the
The agree, for each secretly thought that his own was far the best.
Very well,' said the sly .'Now | will hear you all together. Sit up straight, fix your eyes on the
moon, and sing your most beautiful song to her for minutes with-out stopping. Don' take your
from the moon or that will count mark against you.'
The all sat up straight, looked up at the moon and began to caterwaul. Oh, what a
noiseit was! The thought it was ; but did he wait to judge the

singing? Not he! All the were looking hard at the moon and saw nothing but that, so the artful

quietly picked up the and ran off withit, to himself as he heard
the song behind him.

For quite minutes the cats sang their best, and then, becoming tire, they looked down to as the




which of them had won. But he wasn't there! Nor was the !

'Oh the I Oh, the I Ohthe I' cried al the

angrily. 'He has stolen the fish from yo!"

Then, oh, dear me! The returned, and when he found the

howling ,and his and all disarranged, he was

he sent them mewing away.

'If only we had been and shared the big between us we should be

if now!" said the .'How we arel’

And they were. weren't they?
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