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The Han Dynasty

The backbone of the Chinese bureaucracy was a class of scholars known as civil gentry who
would run government and administration until the early 1900's. Since gaining admission into
this class on knowledge of rather than birth or connections, many
middle class advanced their sons in society by investing heavily in their
education. Even after the demise of the civil service exam , thisemphasison has
remained a powerful in East Asian : to account for

their high literacy and rapid economic development in recent
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