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had been for six months and still couldn't get his

off. Hisfinger had swelled doughily--a combination of desire, unmitigated

remorse, and misdirected ambition was how he it. "I'm going to have to have my entire

finger surgically " hetold his . The (supposedly gold,

though now that everything he had ever received from Marilyn had been thrown into doubt, who knew?) cinched

the blowsy fat of his , which had grown twistedly around it like a happy

. "Maybe | should the whole hand off and send it to her," he said on the phone to
hisfriend , with whom he worked at the State Historical Society. "She'd understand the

reference." Irahad already ceremoniously to his dove-gray wedding

tux--hanging it on atall stick in his back yard, scarecrow style, and igniting it with aBic lighter. " That
went really fast,” he gasped apologetically to the ,

after the hedge caught, too--and before he was overnight to the local lockdown facility.

"So fast. Maybe it was, | don't know, like the residual fluid."
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