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L ewisand Clark

In 1803 the United States purchased the Territory from for $

million, or less than three cents an acre. President Jefferson decided to send an
expedition up the River to map this region, meet with the Indian tribes living
there, the animals and , and fine aroute to the Pacific

Jefferson asked Meriwether Lewis to lead this Corps of Discovery. Lewis, knowing he needed a

co-captain, asked his William Clark to accompany him. Clark
agreed and helped choose the other men needed to man the boats. On May 14, 1804, three boats
, manned by the of the Corps of Discovery up the

Missouri and into history.
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