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Socioemotional Development

Itisrecessat . Eight-year old Manuel and his best , the
class leaders, into the yard and start a game of , with aball. Soon six or
seven other older boysjoin in, having agreat time, , jostling, chasing one another
around. But then things get , changing fast and furiously. In comes Moriah, who had ben

hanging out with a small group of

"Can | play?'

"No girlsalowed!" say the boys.

Then Matt in, disrupting the game, shoving and hitting, taking over the ball. As usual,

the try to shut him out. A few minutes later, Jimmy, an child who has few

, tries to enter the group.

"Get out!" erupts Matt, "Y ou wuss. Y ou "
Matt pushes Jmmy down and afew boys start to laugh. Jimmy startsto and slinks away. But
suddenly, Manuel slows down.

"Hey, coodl it, guys,” he says. "Hey, man, are you all right? Come us.

Manuel Jmmy, manages to tell the other boysto lay off, and does his best to keep Matt from

messing up the game without getting angry - as he knows from experience how that will turn

out.
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