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South African School

age hierarchies and life stages are mediated through various ,asseenin

other cultures across the globe. While such rites are and , they have

form and meaning through the decades. Male , around the ages of
15 to 25, continue to attend "Initiation schools' where they are

and learn cultural concepts of masculinity, patriarchy, and . However,
these school s have undergone many changes throughout history and are not acrossthe
geographical range of speakers. Though many of the ritual practices at these schools are

, they alwaysinclude . The schools may last anywhere from
to astheinitiate . During the healing
process, traditional the intiates and socialize them into X hosa ideol ogies of
. After attending an initiation school the boy is recognized as a in

Xhosa society. Thistransition is not merely rhetorical: the initiate is now ableto , ,

and meant exclusively for men. However, some argue that the primary
driver of thisritual has shifted in recent decades, in that demonstrations of among peer groups
have the importance of gaining adult community rights and
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