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The only other in the was a combination and

area. The cookstove was by natural gas from awell that was located down the

hill and across the creek. The pressure from the well was so low that it barely produced enough gas to cook. Pa
always said we were lucky to have the of running water in the house, even if it was only cold
water com- ing through a one-inch pipe from a hand-dug well to the kitchen sink. We didn't even have a bathtub

or in the house! The water pipeline habitually during the winter, and my

brothers and | spent many mornings unfreezing the pipe with hot coals from the fire. When the pipe was

, we'd grab a shovelful of coals and place them on the under the pipe.

When we finally heard gurgling and then water out of the kitchen sink, we knew we

could return to the fire to get warm again.
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