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Hewas an ; he could fire up avertical boiler. He was there below me,

and, upon my word, to look at him was as edifying as seeing a in aparody of breechesand a
feather hat, walking on his hind-legs. A few months of training had done for that really fine chap. He squinted at
the steam-gauge and at the water-gauge with an evident effort of intrepidity--and he had filed teeth, too, the

, and the wool of his pate shaved into queer patterns, and three ornamental scars

on each of his cheeks. He ought to have been clapping his hands and stamping his feet on the bank, instead of

which he was hard at work, a to strange witchcraft, full of improving knowledge. He was
because he had been ; and what he knew was this--that should the
water in that transparent thing disappear, the inside the boiler would get angry

through the greatness of histhirst, and take aterrible vengeance. So he sweated and fired up and watched the

glass (with an impromptu charm, made of rags, tied to his arm, and a piece of polished bone, as
big as awatch, stuck flatways through his lower lip), while the wooded banks slipped past us slowly, the short
noise was left behind, the interminable miles of silence--and we crept on, towards Kurtz. But the snags were

thick, the water was treacherous and shallow, the boiler seemed indeed to have a

in it, and thus neither that fireman nor | had any time to peer into our
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