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Roger Chillingworth, throughout life, had been in temperament, kindly,
though not of affections, but ever, and in his relations with the world, a

and man. He had begun an investigation, as he imagined, with the

and integrity of ajudge, only of truth, even asif the
guestion involved no more than the lines and figures of a problem, instead of

passions, and wrongs inflicted on himself. But, as he proceeded, aterrible fascination, akind

of fierce, though still calm, necessity, seized the man within its gripe, and never set him
again until he had done all its bidding. He now dug into the clergyman's

heart, like aminer searching for gold; or, rather, like a sexton delving into agrave, possibly in quest of ajewel
that had been buried on the dead man's bosom, but likely to find nothing save mortality and corruption. Alas, for

his own soul, if these were what he sought!
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