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The Story of SFU

Simon Fraser University was upon the recommendation of a 1962 report entitled

Education in British Columbia and a Plan for the Future, by

, Who recommended the anew university in the Lower

Mainland. The British Columbia L egislature gave formal assent on March 1, 1963 for the establishment of the

university in Burnaby.

In May of the same year, Dr. Gordon M. Shrum was asthe university'sfirst
. From avariety of siteswhich were , Shrum recommended to the
provincial government that the summit of Burnaby Mountain, above sea

level, be chosen for the new university. Architects Arthur Erickson and Geoffrey Massey won a competition to

design



the university, and construction began in the spring of

. The campus faces northwest over

. Eighteen months later, on September 9, , the university began

its first with students.
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