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On 3 December 1956 Israeli forces withdrew from the Suez Noun area along the length of the Canal to

a distance of some 50 kilometers. This action enabled the United Nations Emergency Force to take up its

position for the first time along the Suez Canal, and to create conditions in which the work of clearance might

begin. The Secretary-General in his discussions with Israeli representatives had indicated that the clearing of the

Suez Canal was the most urgent and immediate problem, after which one could deal with the general problem of

withdrawal in the Sinai Desert and finally with the particular problem of the Sharm el-Sheikh area....
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