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He led Billy back to the , Sat him

down, tied the around his neck.

Alan flourished the and

"Would you likeit lengthwise or crosswise?"

"Ketchup?' asked Joe, his teeth. "cut it out,” said Tom.

"Here" He ketchup and mustard and horseradish on the night crawler, squeezed on afew

drops of lemon juice, and salted and peppered it.

Billy closed his eyes and his mouth.

Tom dliced off the end of the night crawler and forked it up. But just as he was about to poke it into Billy's open

mouth, Billy closed his mouth and opened his eyes.

"No, let medo it."

Tom



handed him the fork. Billy gazed at the dripping ketchup and mustard, thinking, Ft'sall right

talking about eating , but doing it!?1?

Tom inhisear. "Minibike."

"Glug." Billy poked the fork into his mouth, chewed furiously, gulped!... gulped!... His eyes crossed, swam,

squinched shut. He flapped his arms wildly. OAnd then, opening his eyes, he grinned beatifically up at Tom.
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