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Peter and Cornelius

Therelivedin asoldier called Cornelius, a good man who worshiped God and was generous to

the poor. One day an appeared to him. "you must men to Joppato

bring back Peter," said the angel. "Heis lodging there with Simon, a tanner, in a house by the sea."

Oncethe had gone, Cornelius called two of his and atrusted soldier and sent

them to Joppa. The following day about noon, when Cornelius men were approaching the , Peter

wentupto pray. Hewas , but while waiting for food to be prepared, he fell into a

. He saw Heaven opening above him, and a great sheet descending to the Earth containing every

sort of animal and bird. "Eat, Peter, eat," said avoice.

"Surely not Lord, | have never anything that is unclean," Peter replied.

"Nothing is unclean that God has made clean," said the voice. Two more times Peter the

same vision before the sheet was taken back to Heaven.

Peter was puzzling over the meaning of the vision when the three sent by Cornelius arrived

at Simon's house, where they were invited to stay as guests.

The



next day, Peter, understanding that it was God's will, returned with them to Caesarea. Cornelius, who was
surrounded by his family and friends, was waiting to greet him. As Peter entered the house, he fell down on his

knees before him. "Do not kneel," said Peter ,"l, too, am a , just asyou are."

Peter then spoke to al who were gathered there. "God has shown me that all people, Jew and Gentile, are equal
in his eye, that none should be regarded as inferior.” Then Peter shared about with Cornelius and

everyonein his and they all put their in Jesus.
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