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The Outsiders

Our gang had the Socs to their and heaved at them.
They came toward us now--- four , hard guys. They were al as
asnailsand looked it. | had grown up with them, and they me, even
though | was younger, because | was Darry and Soda's kid brother and | kept my shut good.
Steve Randle was seventeen, and lean, with thick greasy he kept

in complicated swirls. He was tacky, smart, and Soda's best buddy since

grade school. Steve's specialty was .Hecouldlifta quicker and more quietly

than anyone in the neighborhood, but he also knew cars upside-down and backward, and he could drive anything

on wheels. He and Soda worked at the same gas station--- Steve part time and Soda full time--- and their station

got more customers than any other in town. Whether that was because Steve was so good with

or because Soda attracted girls like honey drawsflies, | couldn't tell you. | liked Steve only because he

was Soda's best friend. He didn't like me--- he thought | was a and akid; Soda aways took me

with them when they went placesif they weren't taking girls, and that bugged Steve. It wasn't my fault; Soda

always asked me; | didn't ask him. Soda doesn't think I'm akid.

Two-Bit Mathews was the oldest of the gang and the wisecracker of the bunch. He was about six feet tall, stocky

in build, and very proud of hislong . He had gray eyes and awide

, and he couldn't stop making funny remarksto save hislife. Y ou couldn't shut up that guy; he
always had to get his two-bits worth in. Hence his name. Even his teachers forgot his real name was Keith, and

we



hardly remembered he had one. Life was one big joke to Two-Bit. He was famous for and his

black-handled (which he couldn't have acquired without hisfirst talent), and he was always

smarting off to the cops. Hereally couldn't help it.
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