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Thomas Paine

The that has now taken placein of the total abolition of the whole
national order of priesthood, and of everything to compulsive systems of

, and compulsive of faith, has not only precipitated my
intention, but awork of thiskind exceedingly necessary, lest in the genera wreck of

superstition, of false systems of government, and false theology, we lose sight of morality, of humanity, and of

the theology that istrue. As several of my colleagues and of my

of France have given me the example of making their voluntary and individual profession of faith, |

also will make mine; and | do thiswith all that sincerity and with which the mind of

man communicates with itself. | believe in one God, and no more; and | hope for happiness beyond thislife. |

believe in the equality of man; and | believe that duties consist in doing justice,

mercy, and endeavoring to make our happy. But, lest it

should be supposed that | believe in many other things in addition to these, | shall, in the progress of this work,

declare the things | do not believe, and my reasons for not them.
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