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Ben Franklin Autobiography

This family of ours was early in the Reformation, and continued Protestants through the reign
of Queen , when they were sometimes in danger of trouble on account of their zeal against
popery. They had got an English , and to conceal and secureit, it was fastened open with
tapes under and within the cover of a . When my great-great-grandfather read it to his
, he turned up the upon his , turning over the leaves then
under the tapes. One of the stood at the door to give notice if he saw the apparitor coming,
who was an officer of the spiritual court. In that case the was turned down again upon its
, when the remained concealed under it as before. This anecdote | had

from my uncle . The continued al of the Church of

till about the end of the Second's reign, when some of the ministers that
had been outed for nonconformity holding conventicles in Northamptonshire, and

adhered to them, and so continued all their lives: the rest of the

remained with the Church.
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