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L eo Tolstoy

Born on 28th, 1828, in hisfamily estate Y asnaya Polyanain the Tula Province of Russia,

Leo Tolstoy would have celebrated his 184th birthday, yesterday. The fourth child of Count

Ilyich Tolstoy and Countess Marya Nikolayevna Volkonsky, Leo was born into a family with a
lenghthy history. Peter Tolstoy, an of Leo, was given the title of Count by Tsar Peter the
(1672-1725). Count Peter was apart of the Tsar's of Russiaand may have

been invovled in the dath of his son and heir, who had been imprisoned for plotting against him,

. Once Peter the Great died, Peter tolstoy lost his and . He was then
banished to the Arctic; however, his grandson was later able to recover the title and some of
the . Tolstoy's nearly lost the famly fortune but, he then married into Russian

only to much of hiswife's . Nikolai, Tolstoy's father, had
aso aricher woman (Marya), despite the fact that she was ,onlyinan
atempt to what he of the family fortune and esteem.
, just two years after his , Leo's passed away giving birth
to his , Marya, in 1830. A cousin of Nikolai,
Y ergoskaya, moved in to help with the and . Tatiana was the closest
of amother that he would ever know as him and his lived on the huge estate
surrounded by outside and culture inside the 20,000 book inside. However, the

possible



influence on hislife was his brother, , who told him that

he had buried a" " green stick with the secret to on the

estate. This "magical” stick would later be used in his
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