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Most of thistime Jones had spent sitting in the of the Lion
at , complaining to anyone who would listen of the injustice he had suffered
in being turned out of his property by a pack of animals. The other farmers sympathised in

, but they did not at first give him much help. At , each of them was

wondering whether he could not somehow turn Jones's misfortune to his own advantage. It was

lucky that the owners of the two farms which adjoined Farm were on permanently

terms. One of them, which was named ,was a

: farm, much overgrown by woodland, with al its pastures worn out and its

hedgesina condition. Its owner, . Pilkington, was

gentleman farmer who spent most of histime in fishing or hunting according to the season. The

farm, which was called Pinchfield, was smaller and better kept. Its owner was a

. Frederick, atough, shrewd man, involved in and with a

for driving bargains. These two disliked each other so much that it was difficult

for them to come to any agreement, even in defence of their
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