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Rascal By Ben M

Losing a isnot always . It can happen if you or your friend moves away or

changes schools. But can you imagine how it would be to let go of your best

friend? Do you think you would be able to do it? Sterling has had Rascal for almost ayear, and he realizes
Rascal is growing up. Rascal is getting more intelligent, getting into fights, and istrying to start afamily.

Sterling thinks he is being selfish by keeping Rascal any longer than her has, and knows he will haveto let

Rascal go free soon. had finally finished his , and decides to take rascal down the
river and let him go there. As| read this, | thought, I Dont do it! But in spite of my hopes, he
went ahead and did it anyway. He packs a picnic lunch and starts

downstream. As he did, | was thinking, Hell never do it. Rascal is his best friend. But, of course, | was wrong.

Sterling waits until the moon comes up, and hears what he is hoping for. It is afemale raccoon, looking for a

mate. Rascal hearsit and goes to the prow of the canoe calls back. After about a minute, he
jumps off the canoe and swims to shore. Some people can freely let go of their best friends. Personally, | dont

think | could willingly do it. It takes hard determination and courage, not to mention much perseverance.
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