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pleasure pain principle

Pleasure-Pain Principle. --From the standpoint psychoanalysis supposes that the mental
representations of the have a cathexis of definite quantities of and that it isthe
purpose of the mental to hinder any damming-up of these and to keep as

as possible the total amount of the to which it is subject. The course of
mental IS regulated by the"; pleasure-pain principle "; and pain isthusis some
way to an increase of and pleasure to adecrease. In the course of
development the original pleasure principle undergoes a with reference to the externa world,
giving placeto the "; "; whereby the mental learns to the pleasure of
satisfaction and to temporarily feelings of pain.
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