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Scuba

Then we . feet underwater we an untrammeled paradise

of wove through brightly colored coral peppered with striped

small marine animals who hold their tentacles curved like . A six-foot-wide

marbled wafted by, asif in motion.

hours later, we strolling along postcard-perfect Beach, ak

aBeach No. 7, on northwest side, backed by mahuatrees. And we had it

all to ourselves, save for some fastidious excavating their burrows,

behind art.

Despite their relative proximity to of South the

Andaman and islands were largely until the 21st century. Just 38 are

inhabited, and most protected from development by the Indian government, leaving endemic

and untouched, and some native tribes off limits. is one of the few

accessible to tourists, and though it is becoming a popular destination, mainly for Indians and

some intrepid Western backpackers, it is still aworld from the bustle of mainland
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