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TheMoon

The Moon isthe only celestial body that human beings have or landed on. The first man-
made object to escape Earth's gravity and pass near the Moon was the Soviet Union's 1,
the first man-made object to impact the lunar surface was 2, and the first photographs of
the normally occluded far side of the Moon were made by Luna 3, all in . The first spacecraft to
perform a successful lunar was Luna and the first
unmanned vehicle to orbit the Moon was Luna 10, both in . The United States' Apollo program
achieved the first missions to the Moon, culminating in 6 landings between 1969 and 1972.
Manned exploration of the moon ceased with the conclusion of the program, although several
have recently announced plans to send either manned or unmanned to the
Moon in the near future. On 4 December, 2006, NASA outlined plansfor a on

the Moon as part of preparation for avoyage to Mars. Construction of the base is scheduled to take

approximately five years, with the beginning by 2020.
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