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Newt Gingrich for America

| think its an aggressive , said Robert Whelan, an aerospace executive with Harris Corp. That was
his way of saying that building a lunar base by or even
putting a single human on lunar soil would be difficult to achieve.
Gingrich proposed doing this without NASASs budget. Instead, hed the

culture, rely heavily on industry and leverage American .Hesaid

hed use 10 percent of the NASA budget which would amount to nearly $2 billion ayear to create

, for to achieve spaceflight
Edward Ellegood, a policy analyst at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, agreed with Whelan
. Itsvery, very . He said the prize-money strategy probably wouldnt work for such an ambitious
mission. at that scale dont very well, he said.
Mitt Romney Gingrichs moon base idea during the presidential Thursday night,
saying, Thats an enormous , and suggesting Gingrich has been to

voters by making budget-busting promises at every campaign stop. He added, It may be abig idea, but its not a

good idea.

Rick



echoed that sentiment: To go out there and promise new programs and big

, itsagreat thing to maybe get votes, but its not a responsible thing.

Gingrich stuck to his , saying his program would be 90 percent private

and hed like to see space flight become so that there would be six or seven launches a

. He added: Id like to have an American on the moon before the

there.

This has been a painful for the Space Coast. People here launch spaceships or at least they

did until last summer, when the space shuttle was retired after 30 years of service. Unmanned rockets still blast

off from the Air Force base at Cape Canaveral, but the end of the shuttle program has meant a dramatic

in highly specialized engineering and jobs.

President Obama NASAs Constellation program, created during the Bush

as a successor to the shuttle program.

Instead, the administration placed a bet that commercial spacecraft will, in afew years, carry astronauts to the

international space station.

Gingrich



frequently Obama in his stump speeches, but in the space talk he didnt mention him.

Gingrich has been avocal of the presidents to privatize
of the space program. The Gingrich strategy essentially the Obama
and with it.
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